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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The underlying philosophical foundation of the course lies on the fundamental premise that in order for Interior Design students to produce an environment full of life they have to use personal values of feeling and wholeness. When students are sensitive and in tune to the needs of their clients and respectful to the natural environment, then they will be able to produce a more responsive and sustainable building environment. In order for students to achieve these goals they have to become familiar with theories dealing with the creation of humane environments. Furthermore, they need to become familiar with design and making process which are capable of producing such environments. 

The course consists of three main components- theory, design, and practice.

Students, through this course will acquire knowledge and expertise in:

a. Applied research by using the theories of Pattern Language, the Nature of Order, and Generative Sequences. 

b. Design processes by employing user participation, patterns of space, field of centers, fundamental properties of space, and structure preserving transformations. 
c. Making processes by using appropriate materials, methods of construction, detailing, ornamentation, color, management, and cost control.
Therefore, with the theoretical and practical knowledge acquired in this course students will be able to create humane, livable, and sustainable building environments for individuals, families, and communities.
Students will be expected to use the following textbooks:

· A Pattern Language, by Christopher Alexander
· The Nature of Order, by Christopher Alexander 
Both books are on reserve in the Oviatt Library, 4th floor.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES
•
Contact research related to humane, responsive, social and environmental design theories (i.e. Pattern Language, Nature of Order, Generative Sequences).

•
Evaluate the degree of life in artifacts, buildings and landscapes.
 •
Design building environments with high degree of life, order and wholeness.
•
Make building details, ornaments and spaces that have humane and harmonious qualities.

COURSE CONTENT, REQUIREMENTS, AND GRADE DISTRIBUTION

(Tentative, subject to change)
· Class attendance and participation.





(10%)

· Reading assignments

On a weekly basis students will be asked to read various chapters from the book, The Nature of Order and write a critical analysis of their reading_______________________











(20%)

· Projects

Students will be asked to do weekly or biweekly two-dimensional or three-dimensional projects with real materials, like;

· A box, a piece of jewelry, a book cover, etc. (10%)

· An ornament for a building project (10%)
· A small painting or a small 3-D model of an interior room where they will apply color to create inner light, harmony, and calmness (5%)



___________
(25%)

· Reports 

Students will be asked to do weekly or biweekly reports such as;

· Write three patterns for a specific residential or commercial project from their own background or culture (5%)
· Choose an object which has a high degree of life and write a report in terms of its field of centers and their geometrical properties (5%)

· Choose a space that has a high degree of life and write a report in terms of its field of centers and their geometrical properties (5%)
· Choose an object or a building and write a report showing the successful structure preserving transformations that took place and contributed to its high degree of  life (5%) 

· Choose an interior designer or an architect and write a form language report for one of his/her best project/s (5%)

· Write a report about creating a simple process of unfolding with sequential steps for creating a room with character (5%)


















(30%)

· Final Paper

Students will be asked to write a final paper relating to the coursework. They will have to choose one of the outline subjects provided below, or a closely related subject , and do an in-depth research paper providing critical analysis of the material and its application.

Preliminary list of research topics:

1. On the Art of Building, 2. Craft and Innovation, 3. Generative Sequences for Interior Spaces, 4. Form Language, 5. Ornament, 6. Color, 7. Teaching a Comprehensive Integrated Design Studio, 8. Building Structure and Spaces it Generates, 9. Three-Dimensional Modeling as a Tool for Design, 10. Sustainability and the Building Process, 11. On Construction Systems, Materials, and Techniques, 12. Designer and Client Relationship, 13. Pattern Languages, 14. Design-Build, 15. Modern Day Master Builder, etc. 












(15%)


TOTAL GRADE








100%
Criteria for evaluation of each phase will be distributed with each project handout. Specific goals and objectives and corresponding evaluation criteria will be included with the introduction of each project. Grades for each project and assignment will be given approximately two weeks after their due dates.
All phases of the project are expected to be completed and presented on time. Late projects will receive one letter grade lower than the evaluated grade for each day beyond the due date that the project is delayed. An INCOMPLETE grade for the semester is not an option. No Incomplete grades will be given, except for documented medical or personal reasons according to university policies.

GRADING

A total of 100 points may be earned during the semester. The final grade will be assigned according to the number of points earned during the semester according to the following grade scale and criteria:

95  -  100
=

A
technically superior work without error or flaw 




exceeds stated requirements along several dimensions




unique and comprehensive  design solutions



adds a new dimension of understanding to the problems




exceeds  stated attendance policy:  perfect attendance/never tardy



cooperative attitude/participates in class discussion
85  -    94.9
=  
B
technically excellent work that is nearly perfect




exceeds stated requirements in more than one area




fewer than the permitted number of absences/seldom tardy




cooperative attitude/participates in class discussion
75  -    84.9
= 
C
technically average work 




meets  minimal stated requirements




inconsistencies in format and detail




does not exceed permitted number of absences/seldom tardy




marginal cooperation and classroom participation
65  -    74.9
= 
 D
below average in technical work 




errors and omissions  in stated requirements 



exceeds number of absences/frequently tardy




poor cooperation and classroom participation
below  65

= 
 F
failure to complete/submit a projects, exercises and/or sketchbooks




frequently absent/frequently tardy




failure to cooperate and participate in classroom activities

The +/- grading will be used in determining final grades. 

ATTENDANCE – DEPARTMENTAL POLICY


Although no additional points will be awarded for attending class, your grade will be affected if you miss classes. The discussions in class are an important facet of learning in this course and will be instrumental towards the development of your projects. Punctual attendance at all sessions is required. Four absences will result in one letter grade drop in the course and six absences will result in an “F” grade. Tardiness will not be tolerated and arriving late to class or leaving early three times will be considered equivalent to one absence.
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Course Contents

Tentative schedule

W 1. 
8/29
Introduction

W 2. 
9/5
LECTURE 1. 
APL – A Pattern Language



A. Project. – Write three patterns (from your culture or any other culture) 



B. Submit summary and critical analysis of the Pattern Language Theory

TNO - BOOK 1

W 3. 
9/12 
LECTURE 2.
1. The Phenomenon of Life, 2. Degrees of Life
a. Project – Identifying and Describing Life

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 4. 
9/19
LECTURE 3.
3. Wholeness and the Theory of Centers, 4. How Life Comes from Wholeness
a. Project – Making a box 

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 5. 
9/26
LECTURE 4. 
5. Fifteen Fundamental Properties - Part I (1-9)

a. Project – Making a piece of jewelry 

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 6.       10/3
LECTURE 5. 
5. Fifteen Fundamental Properties - Part II (10-15), 6. The Fifteen Properties in Nature

a. Project/report – Fifteen fundamental properties (an object)

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 7.       10/10
LECTURE 6.
7. The Personal Nature of Order, 8. The Mirror of the Self, 9. Beyond Descartes, 10. The Impact of Living Structure on Human Life, 11. The Awakening of Space
a. Project/report – Fifteen fundamental properties (a space)

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 8. 
10/17
Video – Places of the Soul

a. Project – Making a book cover

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

TNO - BOOK 2

W 9.
10/24
LECTURE 7.
Part 1. Structure-Preserving Transformations
1. The principle of unfolding wholeness, 2. Structure preserving transformations, 3. Structure preserving transformations in traditional society, 4. Structure destroying transformations in modern society, 5. Living process in the modern era

a. Project/report – Show a project and its structure preserving transformations

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 10
10/31
LECTURE 8.
Part 2. Living Processes 

6. Generated structure, 7. A fundamental differentiating process, 8. Step-by-step adaptation, 9. Each step is always helping to enhance the whole, 10. Always making centers, 11. The sequence of unfolding, 12. Every part unique, 13. Patterns: generic rules for making centers, 14. Deep feeling, 15. Emergence of formal geometry, 16. Form language and style, 17. Simplicity

a. Project/report – Form Language of an interior designer or an architect

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

TNO – BOOK 3

W 11
11/7
LECTURE 9.
12. The Uniqueness of People’s Individual Worlds, 13. The Character of Rooms
a. Project/report – Simple process of unfolding for a room with character

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 12     11/14
LECTURE 10. 
14. Construction Elements as Living Centers, 18. Ornament as Part of All     Unfolding

a. Project – Make an ornament for a building interior - Part I

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W 13       11/21
LECTURE 11. 
15. All Building As Making, 16. Continuous Invention of New Materials and Techniques, 17. The Production of Giant Projects 
a. Project - Make an ornament for a building interior - Part II

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W14. 
11/28
TNO - BOOK 4

LECTURE 12. 
7. Color and Inner Light, 17. Color which Unfolds From the Configuration (Book 3)
a. Project – Make a painting that has color and inner life

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W15.       12/5
LECTURE 13. 
1. Our Present Picture of the Universe, 2. Clues From the History of Art, 3. The Existence of An “I”, 4. The Ten Thousand Beings, 6. The Blazing One, 8. The Goal of Tears, 9. Making Wholeness Heals the Maker, 10. Pleasing Yourself, 11. The Face of God
a. Project/paper – Preliminary presentation for your final paper

b. Submit summary and critical analysis of the chapters

W16.
12/12
FINAL EXAMINATION PERIOD

a. Project/paper – Present and hand-in final paper
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